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ABSTRACT

Research in contemporary times is undergoing a paradigm shift, paving the way for Interdisciplinary and

Multidisciplinary approaches. Re-presenting is the need of the hour, and re-searching it in contemporary

Research. Reading has become an ever-ending as the world progresses by leaps and bounds. Research has

become an everyday phenomenon in academic pursuits and blurs personal and political lines. Fabrication or

Manipulation of data is against research ethics, and the most painful thing is that academia in contemporary

times is flooded with data fabrication through AI. The usage of AI is becoming an impeccable phenomenon in

academic discourses, even though it has pros and cons. However, regarding Research, the original output

needs to be validated. Making the unknown known is the prime aim of Empirical Research, but the saddest

truth is that after the advent of AI, academia is making the unknown known, which the researcher does not

know. This research article mainly dwells on the nuances of AI applications, how they affect research

integrity and their impact on Research and development.
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1. Introduction

 Research has become a mandate phenomenon in the academic spectrum. Faculties in contemporary times are

expected to have sound knowledge not only in their teaching pursuits but also in their research endeavours.  The

modern teaching fraternity faces many leaps and bounds owing to pivotal changes. These transformations help

faculty members strengthen their profiles and the Institution’s profiles. In a country like India, every academic

Institution devotes time for the faculty members to pursue their research so that the Institute gains momentum

through them. Every Institution is expected to have a separate cell for Research, and that cell monitors the

faculty’s publications and the quality of the journals in which the faculties have published. It is so disheartening

to state that the majority of the faculty members in India have become prey for dubious/cloned/predatory

publications. The impact of AI has created a vivid knowledge in making the unknown things known and known

as unknown.

Research should be original, and it is a Eureka moment, and it can be felt by the researchers who dwell in it.

Owing to the pressures, which are internal and external, the faculty members must publish research articles in

journals of repute, which are supposed to be in UGC Care List Group –I and in UGC Care List Group II (Scopus

& WOS). The disheartening truth is that most faculty members publish their articles at the last moment without

knowing the credibility of the journals. Predatory/dubious/cloned journals do not undergo a rigorous peer

review and will accept the articles within 48 hours. The articles received by those journals’ maximum are unethical

in terms of Research, and after the advent of so many AI tools, predatory journals and academicians who want to

publish their articles at the last moment have thrived on give-and-take. Thus begins the problem of Research

Ethics, which constructs and deconstructs so many ambiguities that are said to be the curse of Research and

academia.

1.1 Research Objectives
• To blur the line between predatory publication and AI usage in drafting an article.

• To emphasize the quality of Research, and 

• To eradicate the unwanted AI tools that act as a threat to Research Ethics.

1.2 Significance of the Research
In contemporary times, each academic Institute expects faculty members to publish their research articles in a

genuine journal, which will be of fame to the concerned faculty and the Institute. Faculty members do not follow

any etiquette in drafting an article, and the most painful truth is that most of them are PhD Holders, and some

are into Research. However, they trust AI tools more than their research capabilities. Research Articles generated

using AI tools are found to be more numerous in the current scenario. Plagiarism software, namely Turnitin,

which has a database of millions and trillions of articles, has also started to detect AI usage. Standard journals

use  i  Thenticate plagiarism software, and standard journal editors can quickly identify the use of AI tools in a

particular manuscript/article.

2. Research Methodology

Research ethics cannot be compromised on any moral grounds, and its emphasis is on quality indicators so that

the research framework and the research indicators of every Institute gain momentum owing to the impeccable
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contribution  of the faculty members. Researchers of this Article traverse the unexplored chartered terrains of

the research paradigms so that the integrity of the researcher and the prominence of quality research and

publications are maintained. 

2.1 Research Discussion
Today’s world is being digitalized, and most importantly, the integration of ICT tools in Education has reached

greater heights. It would be apt to say that a bus without steering cannot survive on the road, like a faculty

member without incorporating ICT tools in their pedagogy cannot survive in the teaching profession. Technological

aids are for empowerment, and at the same time, they foreground the uniqueness in conveying the content. The

usage of AI tools in contemporary times has become predominant, and there is no harm in using them. Researchers

must remember one thing: using tools like  Grammarly and Plagiarism Software is the need of the hour to shape

the research project/ article. The use of tools that are exclusively for paraphrasing and also the tools that generate

research articles and unwanted repositories act as obstacles to research integrity and plagiarism. Software, namely

Turnitin,  has started to detect AI usage so that the Research and researcher quality are in check.

The usage of Chat GPT has become a standard norm in academia. Initially, it was a norm, and it later became a

mode. The saddest truth is that through Chat GPT, researchers create manipulated data and submit the articles

to excellent repute journals, knowingly and unknowingly. These predatory/cloned/dubious journals publish it

as their only aim is to mint money. Researchers here emphasize that Chat GPT is a repository where people can

gather information. At the same time, they cannot retract the information Chat GPT provided and exemplify it in

their research as if it were their findings. The augmented reality is that usage of these articles has made people

indulge in misappropriation and break the research parameters. Research in contemporary times is of great

validation. However, the reality is that it has become invalid owing to the facts and information, but they have

been showcased as valid due to un meaningful deliberations. The academic bodies insist that institutes give a

meaningful space for Research, and the Institutes strive for it. The faculty members have a strong misconception
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that  publication in renowned journals will provide them with a good hike. However, they need to understand

that their profile will get a new recognition in the academic spectre. It is disheartening to state that Research

is a professional reward for faculty members. In contemporary times, faculty members consider the reward to

be marvellous only in finance.

Research Ethics and Professionalism are reconcilable binaries, whereas contemporary faculties consider both

irreconcilable binaries. Research is essential in shaping the faculty profile and creating a meaningful repository

for future generations. Faculty members might have sound knowledge of their subject but need more knowledge

regarding publication endeavours. A Faculty who claims himself/ herself to be the researcher is expected to

have a strong and vivid understanding of the etiquette and nuances involved in publication. Articles generated

by AI tools do not have any meaningful impact, and it should be noted that the data generated through those

AI tools is the biggest crime in the field of Research. 

Figure 1.1.  Turni tin  Plagiarism Report (Basic Version)

The above figure foregrounds the plagiarism report that Turni tin Software generated. Researchers have written

an article using AI tools, and most of the article’s portions are generated by AI, which the basic version of Turni

tin Software fails to detect. Recent updates in the Turni tin Software have become an eye-opener to journal

editors and the people who uphold the quality of Research. The below images will depict the reality of the present

research misconduct.
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Figure 1.2. How Turnitin Basic Versions fail to detect the usage of AI content in the Article
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Figure 2.1. illustrates the AI Report of Turnitin Plagiarism Software
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The above images illustrate how AI usage is creating a rampant discourse in contemporary times that is against

research ethics.

3. Conclusion

AI tools in contemporary times are creating a strong, unhealthy discourse in academia, and researchers and

faculty members are being preyed on, which is quite shocking. Researchers emphasize that Research Integrity

and Professional Endeavors are the mandates for faculty members, and these things should not be compromised.

Scope for Further Research

Research Ethics is undergoing many multitudes as the emergence of AI tools has rampantly increased. As AI

upgrades, unethical practices through AI are also happening. Researchers of the future generations have avenues

for Artificial Intelligence and Research Ethics.

 Research Integrity and AI usage, including specific tools) goes hand in hand, but at the same time, specific

tools must be explored so that research ethics cannot be compromised at any cost. (Making  the unknown  known

through  AI  Gadgets).
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